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At this year’s IT trade fair CEBIT, the focus was on robots that support humans in their daily routine; on drones that can be used for difficult jobs in the field such as oil rigs; driverless electro
busses that are steered by sensors and accelerate and stop autonomously; and various other technological innovations that are no fiction but have in fact already entered our daily lives. Of
what relevance are they for the economy, for companies, for consumers — and for investors?

Technologies that support mankind

The information technology (IT) sector has transformed dramatically over the past 20 years. While back in the days “IT” primarily meant personal computers and the first internet
applications, the meaning of these technologies has changed comprehensively since then. IT-specific products and solutions are employed across many sectors: communications, traffic,
healthcare, manufacturing, retail, safety, consumer goods etc. How do the aforementioned megatrends manifest themselves? Critics will quickly point out that this is all about replacing man
with machinery. But haven’t we been hearing this sort of scepticism for years? Should we not approach this situation from the other end? Is this not all about machinery and technologies
that support mankind?

Data: the big business

In most cases the benefits of technological progress are of relevance when two or more developments meet and cross-fertilise each other. Cloud computing and social networks are a good
example: cloud computing allows the user to access their applications from various interfaces (smartphone, tablet, PC) and to process data there. Facebook, with more than 1.8bn users,
offers exactly those options: the users can upload photos, videos, or other information to their account at all times. Data and not stored on the device, but on a server operated by facebook
(private cloud). There they can be accessed 24/7. With other kinds of clouds, the data are not processed on servers of the software provider, but via the infrastructure/server of external
server providers (public cloud). The US online video library Netflix uses this technology. Netflix film material is also stored on servers of the (also) listed US online mail order company
Amazon. Users access it via streaming. The advantage is that companies and users can employ their resources more efficiently: Netflix rents the capacity that its users actually require on a
continuous basis. The users can watch films whenever and especially wherever they want: on the TV set at home, on the laptop, or on the mobile phone.

Big step from automatic parking to autonomous driving?

The topic of robotics has also become more prominent. Industrie 4.0, “Internet of Things”, Autonomous Driving — all these applications rely on data processing via cloud services. The
ongoing improvement of sensor capacity has fostered their increasing popularity. In combination with specific software, new fields of application emerge. Autonomous driving is currently a
media buzzword. The investments by leading companies are promising. Google, NVidia, or Tesla, to name but a few, are constantly making progress. While the step to the commercial use
of autonomous driving may still be a sizeable one, the functions supporting the driver are already in use today. Lane departure warning system, automatic parking, and automatic braking
are no uncharted territory for drivers anymore.

Significant earnings increase of listed technology companies

The developments of the past years are also reflected in the financial results of the listed technology companies despite the slight decrease in growth in 2016 due to intermittently reduced
IT investments. The consensus estimates of analysts forecast earnings growth of more than 10% p.a. for 2017 to 2019. Share prices have also risen impressively in the IT sector. The
robust earnings increase keeps valuations stable and below the long-term average.
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Source: Bloomberg, EAM, 16.03.2017
Since the burst of the technology bubble at the beginning of 2000 and the frictions during the financial crisis in 2008/09, technology shares have experienced years of rising prices. But in
contrast to (the period leading up to) 2000, valuations have remained low and shares are not overvalued.

Conclusion

It is the combination of megatrends and economically successful companies from the IT sector that confirms our positive attitude towards the technology sector. The megatrends in this
sector ensure continuous growth in the coming years. The applications are integrated into the process of companies and the economy on an ongoing basis. The possibilities for consumers
to use these technologies are being expanded.

Investing in technology stocks

The ESPA STOCK TECHNO* offers the chance to invest in the high-growth technology sector. This equity fund of ERSTE-SPARINVEST contains the most important technology companies
worldwide. ESPA STOCK TECHNO works also as additional fund in an already existing equity portfolio mix and is suitable for investors with adequate willingness to assume risk and with a
long-term horizon.

The author:
Bernhard Ruttenstorfer is Senior Fund Manager in the equity fund management team of ERSTE-SPARINVEST and has been responsible for ESPA STOCK TECHNO since July 2010. He
holds a Master in Business Administration from the Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration and the degree of Certified Portfolio Manager (CPM).

“Risk notes according to 2011 Austrian Investment Fund Act
ESPA STOCK TECHNO may exhibit increased volatility due to the composition of its portfolio: i.e. the unit value can be subject to significant fluctuations both upwards and downwards
within short periods of time.

Legal disclaimer

This document is an advertisement. Unless indicated otherwise, source: Erste Asset Management GmbH. The language of communication of the sales offices is German and the languages of communication of the
Management Company also include English.

The prospectus for UCITS funds (including any amendments) is prepared and published in accordance with the provisions of the InvFG 2011 as amended. Information for Investors pursuant to § 21 AIFMG is
prepared for the alternative investment funds (AIF) administered by Erste Asset Management GmbH pursuant to the provisions of the AIFMG in conjunction with the InvFG 2011.

The currently valid versions of the prospectus, the Information for Investors pursuant to § 21 AIFMG, and the key information document can be found on the websitavww.erste-am.com under “Mandatory
publications” and can be obtained free of charge by interested investors at the offices of the Management Company and at the offices of the depositary bank. The exact date of the most recent publication of the
prospectus, the languages in which the key information document is available, and any other locations where the documents can be obtained are indicated on the website www.erste-am.com. A summary of the
investor rights is available in German and English on the website www.erste-am.com/investor-rights and can also be obtained from the Management Company.

The Management Company can decide to suspend the provisions it has taken for the sale of unit certificates in other countries in accordance with the regulatory requirements.

Note: You are about to purchase a product that may be difficult to understand. We recommend that you read the indicated fund documents before making an investment decision. In addition to the locations listed
above, you can obtain these documents free of charge at the offices of the referring Sparkassen bank and the offices of Erste Bank der oesterreichischen Sparkassen AG. You can also access these documents
electronically at www.erste-am.com.

N.B.: The performance scenarios listed in the key information document are based on a calculation method that is specified in an EU regulation. The future market development cannot be accurately predicted. The
depicted performance scenarios merely present potential earnings, but are based on the earnings in the recent past. The actual earnings may be lower than indicated. Our analyses and conclusions are general in
nature and do not take into account the individual characteristics of our investors in terms of earnings, taxation, experience and knowledge, investment objective, financial position, capacity for loss, and risk tolerance.
Please note: Past performance is not a reliable indicator of the future performance of a fund. Investments in securities entail risks in addition to the opportunities presented here. The value of units and their earnings
can rise and fall. Changes in exchange rates can also have a positive or negative effect on the value of an investment. For this reason, you may receive less than your originally invested amount when you redeem
your units. Persons who are interested in purchasing units in investment funds are advised to read the current fund prospectus(es) and the Information for Investors pursuant to § 21 AIFMG, especially the risk
notices they contain, before making an investment decision. If the fund currency is different than the investor's home currency, changes in the relevant exchange rate can positively or negatively influence the value of
the investment and the amount of the costs associated with the fund in the home currency.

We are not permitted to directly or indirectly offer, sell, transfer, or deliver this financial product to natural or legal persons whose place of residence or domicile is located in a country where this is legally prohibited. In
this case, we may not provide any product information, either.

Please consult the corresponding information in the fund prospectus and the Information for Investors pursuant to § 21 AIFMG for restrictions on the sale of the fund to American or Russian citizens.

It is expressly noted that this communication does not provide any investment recommendations, but only expresses our current market assessment. Thus, this communication is not a substitute for investment
advice, does not take into account the legal regulations aimed at promoting the independence of financial analyses, and is not subject to a prohibition on trading following the distribution of financial analyses.

This document does not represent a sales activity of the Management Company and therefore may not be construed as an offer for the purchase or sale of financial or investment instruments.
Erste Asset Management GmbH is affiliated with the referring Sparkassen banks and Erste Bank.
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